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Towardsthe End Times

A fewyearsagoin aYear 5 Rdligious Education class a
boy told me that they had been learning that the erth is
moving alittl e further away from the sun every year. Then
thetimewill comewhen it will start moving doser to the sun
until finally —in about 500000years—it explodes. He was
quteterrified by the thought!

Scientists regard the earth asfinite, but in fact seedanger
pointsfor the human racelong before then. Thereare
concerns abaut the ahilit y to feed our ever-increasing
population, about the adequacy of our water-supi es, about
oxygen depletion... Add to that the worries about human-
induced probems like dangers from nuclear war, the ozone
layer, the energy crisis... It can seam like avery bleak
picture!

Peter writes about the finitenessof the universe, too. He
rdatesit to “the Day of the Lord” when “the heavens will
disappear with ashrill noise, the heavenly badieswill burn
up and be destroyed, and the erth with everything in it will
vanish” (2 Peter 3.10). Our confident expedation is*new
heavens and a new earth, where righteousnesswill be at
home’ (v.13, compare Revdation 21.1). For Peter, it isnot
the purpose of God that this present system go o for ever
and ever. Whatever human sdfishnessand stupidity may do
along theway, God who isthe Creator and Lord of history
will bringit al toan end in hisright time.

Aswe lodk towardsthe end times, it is of utmost
importancehhow welive (v.11) —“do your best to ke pure and
faultlessin God's sght and to be at peacewith hm” (v.14b).
Thisisan area of Biblical teaching where many writers have
confidently set a“timetable’ —and sharply disagread with
one ancther! Peter refersto the teaching of “our dear brother
Paul” on the subjed —“There are some difficult thingsin his
letters which ignorant and unstable people explain falsdy, as
they do with other passages of the Scriptures’ (v.16).

The Promise

The Old Testament prophets gooke on a number of
occasions about the end times. “The day of the Lord”
sometimes referred to divine visitationsin history (Amos
5.18-20; Jod 1.15). But at other timesthereferenceisto an
event at the end of time (Jod 3.12-15). “When that day
comes... the Lord will beking over dl the earth” (Zedhariah
14.8-9). Woven throughout the Old Testament areawhole
series of passeges referring to a messanic figure who will
come and whoseroleis e to indude “bearing the
punishment on behalf of all those who have gone astray
(refer to Sesson 2, pp.4-5). “The Day”, however, is
epedally seen asaday of judgment (Maachi 3.1-5).

The New Testament seesthetimewelivein as“thelast
days’ (Hebrews 1.2). The promise of the outpouring of the
Spirit (Jod 2.28) has ocaurred (Acts2.16-17).

However, we lodk forward to “the age to come” when the
promises of God will be mmpleted for us (Mark 10.29-30).
What we experiencehere of God'sgraceand Spirit isjust a
foretaste of what hewill givein the mming age (Ephesians
1.13-14; Hebrews 6.5). Indead, what Christ achieved by his
death and resurredion will be brought to consummation by
hisreturnin glory.

End-Time Events

Welivein times of tenson and conflict. The Christ has
come. Theransom has been paid. The goad news of salvation
isfredy avail able for the peoples of the world. Y et among the
whest there are weedsto be allled out at the harvest and
destroyed (Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43),
there are worthlessfish to bethrown
away (W.47-50).

Jesus taught that one of the
Kingdom qualiti esis perseadtion for
doing what God requires (5.10-12).
Jesuswarned and reasaired his
fall owers, “The world will make you
auffer. But bebravel | have defeated
theworld!” (John 16.33b). Indedd, “theworld” isoften
another term for what Paul call s“this present evil age’
(Gaatians 1.4).

Satan cdlaims power here. Note his temptation of Jesusin
which he offered “all the kingdoms of the world” to him
(Matthew 4.8-10). Seehow Paul callshim “theruler of the
spiritual powersin space the spirit who now controlsthe
people who disobey God” (Ephesians 2.2) and “the el god
of thisworld” (2 Corinthians 4.4).

By his death and resurredion, Chrigt has broken the
power of Satan —“now isthetimefor thisworld to bejudged;
now theruler of thisworld will be overthrown” (John 12.31);
“Jesus himsdlf beamelike them and shared their human
nature... o that through hisdeath he might destroy the Devil,
who has the power over death” (Hebrews 2.14). But, though
defeated, a guerill awar continues as the Devil opposesthe
redemptive purposes of God. During thisagethereis
continuous gruggde betweean demonic evil and the Kingdom
of God (Reveation 12). AsPaul putsit, We are nat fighting
againgt human beings but againgt the wicked spiritua forces
in the heavenly world, the rulers, authoriti es, and cosmic
powers of thisdark age’ (Ephesians 6.12). God hasrescued
his people “from the power of darknessand brought us sfe
into the kingdom of his dear Son, by whom we are set freg
that is, our sinsareforgiven” (Colossans 1.13-14).

The dimax of Satan’ s opposition to the Kingdom of God
will bethe appearanceaf a person who will embady evil —
“The Day will not come until the final Rebdlli on takes place
and the Wicked One appears, whois destined for hdl. He
will oppose every so-called god or oljed of worship and will
put himsdf abovethem al. Hewill even goin and st down
in God's Temple and cdlaim to be God” (2 Thesslonians 2.3-
4). Thisisthe “Enemy of Chrigt” (or Antichrist) to whom
Johnrefers (1 John 2.18,22; 4.3; 2 John 7). Notethat there
were dready many “enemies of God” (antichrists) and a
“goirit... from the Enemy of Chrigt” (antichrist).

Revdation graphicall y describes this person asthe Beadt,
satanically inspired and empowered to do wonderful signs
(13.1,3,13). Theam of the Beast isto draw the worship of
people away from God (w.8,12). He will demand total
alegiancedf his sibjeds—rdigiousaswel as paliti ca —and
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will use eonomic sanctionsto compe submisgon (w.16-
17).

Againg thase who refuse to submit, fierce oppositi on will
be direded (v.7; Matthew 24.21. Those who stand steadfast
in their faith in Chrig, refusing to worship the beast, will win
victory over the beadt, even in death and martyrdom
(Revelation 15.2.

Thistime of great troublewill also keasign of the
beginnings of divine judgment on Satan and hisfoll owers.
Revdation describes these judgmentsin symbdica terms as
seven trumpets (chs.8-9) and seven bowls (ch.17).

Thesejudgmentswill i nvolve plagues and dsasters
expressng God' s anger towards evil (15.1,7; 16.19). Before
they ocaur, God will seal his people (7.1-8), who will be
proteded from God's anger (9.4) and will be preserved intact
in theterrible @nflict with satanic power, even though they
suffer martyrdom (7.9-17).

The Return of Christ

The Nicene Cred affirms, “Hewill comeagain in glory
tojudgetheliving and the dead, and hiskingdom will have
no end.”

Thereturn of Chrigt — his Seand Coming (Hebrews
9.28) —will bring therule of the Antichrist to an end. Severd
Greek words are used to describeit.

Parousia means “presence’ or “arrival”. The same Jesus
who was taken up into heaven will again vist the erth in
personal presence(Acts 1.11) at the end of the age (Matthew
24.3) with power and great glory (v.30) to destroy antichrist
and evil (2 Thessalonians 2.8); to raise beli everswho have
died (1 Corinthians 15.23); and to gather his chosen people
(Matthew 24.31; 2 Thesslonians 2.1).

Hisreturn will bean apdalypsis—an “unveiling” or
“disdlosure’, when the power and dory that helaid aside at
hisfirst coming (Phili ppians 2.6-11) will be disclosed to the
world (1 Peter 4.13). Chrigt isnow reigning asLord a God's
right hand (Hebrews 1.3; 12.2; 1 Corinthians 15.25), but his
reignisinvisbletotheworld. It will be madevisbleby his
apdalypsis (1 Corinthians 1.7; 2 Thesslonians 1.7; 1 Peter
1.7,13.

A third word, epiphareia, “appearing”, indicates the
vishility of hisreturn (1 Timothy 6.14; 2 Timothy 4.8; Titus
2.14).

The New Testament has many references to the return of
Chrigt and many writers have endeavoured to help us by
puiting them together into a coherent scheme. | believe that
isasimpossble asit might have been trying to write thelife
of Jesusfrom the Old Testament, even though, in retrosped,
we @n seehow it al fitstogether.

Some points, however, are dear. (a) It will be apersonal
and vishlereturn to earth. (b) It will begloriousand
majegtic, in contrast to the humiliation of hisfirst coming. (c)
It will besudden and unexpeded —in fact, thetimeis
unknown, except to the Father (Matthew 24.36). (d) It will be
the mmplete and final triumph of righteousness

The Last Judgment

We have aready noted that beli evers who have died will
be raised and gethered with beli evers dill li ving to ke with
the Lord. Jesus sid, “Thetimeis coming when all the deed
will hear hisvoiceand come out of ther graves. those who
have done goad will rise and live, and those who have done
evil will riseand be mndemned” (John 5.28-29).
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In Sesson 1 we noted that “God approaches humankind
in revelation on the basis of an atonement —or in judgment”
(p.6). God' s patiencewaits long for people to respond to his
redemptive work in the Son and his convincing work by the
Spirit. But thetimewill comewhen it will no longer be “the
day to ke saved” (2 Corinthians 6.2).

Jesus was abaut to send his“brothers’ — hisdisciples and
representatives (Matthew 12.48-50; 23.8) —into the world
and thefinal destiny of people would rest on how they had
recéved these mesengers (24.46; 10.40). Reveation 20.11-
15 speaks abaut people being “judged acoording to what they
had done, asrecrded in the bodks.” But thisjudgment on
the basis of works leaves no gotion but the lake of fire.
Salvation isonly posshle for those who havetheir name
“written in the bodk of theliving.”

Thisimmediatdy raises a question- what about those who
haven’t heard? Salvation is only through the redemptive
work of Chrigt. God isbath loving and just and he @n be
trusted to do what isright.

We note some principles here. Thase who have not had
thelaw of Moseswill bejudged without the law (Romans
2.12); they havethelight of genera reveation (1.20) and the
law written in the heart (2.15). Thase who “kego on doing
goad, and se&k glory, honour, and immortdl li fe; to them God
will give derndl life” On otherswho “are sdfish and rded
what isright, in order to foll ow what iswrong” God will
“pour out hisanger and fury” (2.8-9).

The question should never be used as an excusefor
unbdli &f on the part of those who have heard the gospd. Nor
should the response be taken to excuse us from sharing the
gospe with others. Sincethe Gentil es have perverted the
light of general revdation (1.21ff) and the Jews have failed to
fulfil the law (Galatians 3.10-12), we nedl to ke aware that
thefina basisof Judgment isreation to Chrigt.

Jesus goke of two destinies. The righteous (those who
areright with God) will goto eternal life, but the otherswill
goto “eterna punishment” (Matthew 25.46). Heaven —or
hell.

Gehenna (the Hebrew ge-himmon, “vall ey of Hinnom™)
was stuated outside Jerusdem, where dhildren had been
sacrificed by fireto Maledh (2 Chronides 28.3). It was later
used as arefusetip the smoke from whose fireswent up
continualy. It became a prophetic symbd for judgment
(Jeremiah 7.31-32) and later for thefina punishment.

God hasthe authority to throw peopleinto hell (Luke
125). It isthe placewhose “fire never goesout” (Mark 9.43),
the “eernd fire’ (Matthew 18.8), the “lake of fireand
sulphur” (Reveation 20.10), thefinal destiny of the beadt, the
false prophet and “whoever did not have his name written in
the bodk of theliving” (v.15). Jesus aso spokein terms of
darkness(Matthew 8.12; 22.13; 25.30).

Whilebah fireand darknessare symbdi ¢ of
punishment, they describe the fearful redlity of banishment
from the presenceand blessngs of God in Christ (Matthew
7.23, 25.41; 2 Thesslonians 1.9).

The Present Call of Christ

On 4th Decamber 1963the Blackburn family werein the
final throes of packing to go from Chil dersto Stanthorpe. We
werewd| organised —everything was being carefull y packed,
labdl ed, catalogued. The removali sts were due the next day.
At about 8.30am the mail came. It included the October 26
issie of Chrigtianity Today, afortnightly periodical from
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U.SA. | had notimeto read it, but, to relieve the presaures,
fli pped over tothe “What if..." cartoon which wasareguar
feature. It showed a man with a prophegy chart lodking over
his $oulder at threeangels blowing their trumpets. The
caption —“You're erly!” That raised achuckle.

WHAT IF...

You're early!
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« How should the knowledge of the certainty of the
Second Coming affect our lives as individual
Christians?

« Reflect on our present news and history. How
significant is it that it is not for us to know the day
nor the hour?

Then, at 9.00am the doarbdl rang. It wasthe
removali sts- a day early! Suddenly, our prioritiesradicaly
changed. Much of our careful labdli ng, packing and
catalogung went by the baard! | till recll our typewriter
getting tucked in near the top of theload —no box, no labdl!

In our second Sesson, we noted that “we are @lled to
live‘ between thetimes — between thetime of the
incarnation and the time of hisreturnin glory and judgment”
(p-3). Chrigtians have always lived “towards the end times’ —
always aware that the promised return of the Lord Jesusis
near, always doing those things that he has given usto do.
And that isthekey. It isnot for usto plot atimeline of
eventsthat the Father haskept in hisown counsd but to be
congtantly abaut the misson he has given usto do.

Nearly 2000years ago, Paul wrote, “Ligten! Thisisthe
hour to receve God' s favour; today isthe day to ke saved!”
(2 Corinthians 6.2¢). The curch hasawayshad tolivein
that awareness It has brought urgency aswdl asjoyful
anticipation. In thelight of the imminent Return of Chrigt,
we @nnot bewmelax in ether life or misgon. In thelight of
the mming judgment day, thereis goad news to spread
abroad!

At the present time, we arerightly chall enged to lodk at
our misson and set “missonal goals’ —for five years, ten
years, fifteen years... — and some denominations have
dedared the 1990s “the decade of harvest.” We do not know
when our Lord will return. What we do know isthat “thisis
thehour...”, that “today is the day to ke saved!”

For reflection...
How important is it that we be aware of what the
Scriptures teach about the “end times”?

< In what ways should the certainty of the Second
Coming of Christ have an impact on the life and
mission of the church?

Understanding

the New Age M ovement

Understanding the New Age Movement

In April 1982we opened the Courier-Mail to seea
full -page advertisement proclaiming "THE CHRIST IS
NOW HERE". The same advertisement had been
inserted in major newspapers around the world by
Benjamin Creme.

Among other things, the item said, "Throughout
history, humanity's evolution has been guided by a group
of enlightened men, the Masters of Wisdom. They have
remained largely is the remote desert and mountain
places of earth, working mainly through their disciples
who live openly in the world. This message of the
Christ's reappearance has been given primarily by such a
disciple trained for histask for over 20 years. At the
centre of this'Spiritual
Hierarchy' stands the World
Teacher, Lord Maitreya,
known by Chrigtians as the
Christ. And as Chrigtians
await the Second Coming, so
the Jews await the Mesgah,
the Buddhists the fifth
Buddha, the Modems the
Iman Mahdi, and the Hindus
await Krishna. Theseareall
names for oneindividual."

In 1986in a previous parish we screened a film
entitl ed, "Gods of the New Age." Thefilm had bee
recmmmended to us by UCA Moderator, Rev. Ray Hunt.
The viewing was well -attended and opened our eyesto a
movement that seemed to be "sneaking in", infiltrating
society in many ways. At the dose of the film some
publi c servants came up to expressconcern about
seminars on New Age thinking that they were expeded to
attend. Other reports emerged of New Ageinput into the
training of the army and police

Our Deaconesstook her holidaysin USA and on her
return commented on the appearance of rainbow emblems
al over the place- often with the amloursreversed. Was
it just asymbd of hopein adespairing world? or did it
have some other significance?

Our junk mail i ncluded a leaflet calling on usto join
in "amillion minutes for peace' and included a variety of
prayer and meditation suggestions for us to choose.

About the same time the media carry a story of medings
of psychics around the world to concentrate their psychic
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powers at the same predse moment to kring peaceand
usher in the new age.

In retrosped we recognise all these seamingly-
unrelated events as part of the New Age movement and
the daim that humanity has passed from bondage to the
Age of Pisces (the fish being seen as a symbd of
Christianity) and now enters the Age of Aquariusin
which each person will be his’her own god.

In part, the origins of the movement go back to
Madame Blavatsky who founded the Theosophical
Society in 1875 Among the stated aims were "to gopose
the materialism of scienceand every form of dogmatic
theology, espedally the Christian, which the Chiefs of the
Society regard as particularly pernicious; to make known
among Western nations the long-suppressed facts about
Oriental religious phil osophies, their ethics, chronology,
esoterism, symbdli sm; to counteract, as far as posshle,
the dforts of misgonaries to delude the so-call ed
'Heathen' and 'Pagans asto thereal origin and dogmas of
Christianity and the practical effeds of the latter upon
public and private character in so-call ed Christian
countries."

Blavatsky had previousinvolvement in Spiritism. But
whereas the latter sought immediate mntact with a
deceased relative, for instance Blavatsky was seking
contact with "spiritual Masters' as the source of a whole
system of spiritual beliefs and ocault powers.

In its modern form the New Age movement arose out
of the counterculture of the 196Gsin America and
Europe. The movement is a blanket term applied to a
variety of people, organisations, events, practices and
ideas - all direded to a spiritual and social change that
will usher in aNew Age of sef-actualisation. This
entail s throwing off bath traditional monotheism
(Judaism, Christianity, Iam) and seaular humanism
(rationalism, atheism, scepticism). Allowing for this
diversity, a number of fairly common characteristics can
be noted.

Evalutionary optimism - we are moving upvard to a
New Age of spiritual discovery. Thisrequiresthe
"cleansing” of our planetary consciousness (Some New
Agers believe that opponents of the movement must be
removed.)

Monism - al isoneand oneisall. The New Age
viewpoint tends to dismissthe diversity of creation and to
seek akind of peacein which the individuals lose their
identity.

Pantheism - everything that existsis"God". The New
Age"God" isnot amoral being to be worshipped as
supreme. Rather it isa principle within each of us, a
forcewithin that we @n reali se and harness

Transformation of consciousness- a "rebirthing" or
reawakening to self. New Agers are often encouraged to
be initiated - whether by meditation, drugs, yoga, martial
arts, the use of crystals... The goal istofed onenesswith
everything and to reali se one's own divinity or "higher
sef.”

Create your own reality. New Age éhicsis not rooted
in any objedive moral order.

Unlimited human potential. One writer says, "You
areunlimited. You just don't realiseit." New Age bodks
promise psychic powers, astral travel, precognition and
much more.
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Spirit contact - now call ed channdlli ng - claims to put
peopl e into contact with the thoughts of "the Masters”.
Predictably the messages are lessthan Biblical. Some
have esen claimed to channel Jesus himself and have him
saying such things as, "The sayingsin the Epistlesand in
the Gospels and in Revelation to the dfed that my blood
saves from sin are eroneous.”

Religious g/ncretism - the eseenceof al reigionsis
one. The appeal isto asupposedly mystical core that
unites all religions - that al isone, al is God, we are
God, we have infinite potential, we @an bring in the New
Age

One writer has described New Age spirituality as"a
rather ededic grab bag of Eastern mysticism, Western
ocaultism, neopaganism and human potential
psychalogy." It isclearly anti-Christian, though this fact
isusually kept carefull y hidden. It looks for a one-world
government and a one-world religion, bath under the
control of aNew Age"Christ".

The Uniting Church in Australia

Throughout this
Schod we have been /
endeavouring to give /
basi c teaching on the /
Chrigtian faith. Thishas
not been exhaustive, but 17
has dealt with major —
themes from a Biblical
perspedive. Broadly
speaking, our concern has
been (a) to know God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit -
from hisrevelation and in our lives; (b) to understand the
church as a Body with a misson to fulfil; (c) to grasp
some of the values and principlesthat our Lord expeds of
usin our lives; and (d) to percave the challenges and
respond to the mativations of "the end times" in which we
live

Sincethis Schod is an activity of the Uniting Church,
reference has been made, where appropriate, to the source
documents of that church. In thiswe are not suggesting
that the UCA isthe "only true dhurch", or that its
doctrines are above wrredion. Indeed, the Basis of
Union affirms a willi ngnessto "remain open to constant
reform under hisWord" (para 1).

The paint isthat being a Christian does involve usin
membership of a particular Body of the Lord's people. In
this way we are oursdlves nurtured and encouraged in our
faith, we exercise our giftsto huild upthe Body and we
are ommitted in ministry and misson. Understanding
our particular church helps usin thisinvolvement.

The Way into Union

The Basis of Union begins with these words, "The
Congregational Union of Australia, the Methodist Church
of Australasia and the Presbyterian Church of Australia,
in fell owship with the whole Church Catholic, and
seeking to bear witnessto that unity which is bath
Christ's gift and hiswill for the Church, hereby enter into
union under the name of the Uniting Church in Australia.
They pray that this act may be to the glory of God the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit..." (Basis para.l).

This union came into effed on 22nd June 1977, It
was the result of extended negotiations and a poll of all
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confirmed members. There were two motivating factors.
One was the ewmenical movement which highlighted
Christ'sdesire that his people be united "so that the world
will believe that you sent me" (John 17.21). These words
do not necessarily imply the need for one big church
organisation. However, they seamed to have particular
significancewithin a sceptical seaularised Australia. The
other factor was practical. In our far-flung land, there
were so many places where ministries were neallesdy
overlapping and where resources were not being
effedively used.

Because of different congtitutions of the curches
coming into Union, all Methodist churches became part
of the UCA (the Wesleyan Methodist church was a post-
war import from the USA and had not been part of the
Methodist Church of Australasia), most Presbyterian
churches (where one-third of the members © vaed, the
church remained Presbyterian) and ailmost all
Congregational churches (aswell asthe membership
vote, individual congregations could voteto be"in" or
"out").

Presbyterianism

The historical origins of Presbyterianism arein the
Protestant Reformation of the 16th century. The
principles were enunciated by the Reformer John Calvin
(Sesdon 5) in Geneva, a city that became a beacon-li ght
for Protestants for centuries. The Church of Scotland
modell ed itself on the pattern of the Reformed Church in
Geneva and showed itsdf a Church reformed according
to the Word of God in its doctrine, worship and church
government. Inspired by the Scottish Reformer John
Knox, Scotland adopted the Presbyterian system of Kirk
Sesgons, Presbyteries and a General Assmbly, with a
preaching ministry of the same order, and with equal
rights of ministersand lay eldersin al church councils.
The Church of Scotland strongly emphasised "the Crown
Rights of the Redeamer", as King and Lord of His
Church, and strenuoudly resisted any encroachment by
the State upon the right of the Church to contral its own
teaching and practice
Congregationalism

The Congregationali sts or Independents, in the 16th
and 17h centuriesin England, showed their desire for a
reformation further than the Sovereign, the English
Parliament and the Synods of the Church of England had
provided duing thereign of Queen Elizabeth I. They
opposed the necessty of rule by bishops, any connedion
between Church and State, and any compulsion to use a
uniform set liturgy in church worship. They believed that
each independent congregation should represent the mind
of Christ, and that each should govern its own affairs.
Each congregation consisted of professng Christians, a
"gathered church" call ed out from the community.
Congregationalism sought "a further reformation without
tarrying for any" and without direcion from the State or
any other outside source
Methodism

The Methodist Church had itsoriginsin the
eighteenth-century revival in England under the
leadership of John Wesley whose story we onsidered in
Sesgon 3. Those onverted to Christ through the
preaching of Wedey and his band of preachers were
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formed into societies. These"classmedings', asthey
were @lled, became the means of nurture and growth to
spiritual maturity. The term "Methodist" had been used
derisively of the members of the Holy Club in Oxford. It
was accepted by the Wedleys and now became the name
of the new movement. The hope of Wesley to hisdying
day was that revival should spread within the Anglican
Church. In fact, the attitude of the dergy was auch that,
within a year of Wedey's death, Methodism had to
beacome a separate Church. Among the key doctrinal
emphases are what have sometimes been call ed "the Four
Alls of Methodism" - (a) all men need to be saved; (b) all
men can be saved; (c) all men may know themselves
saved; and (d) all men may be saved to the uttermost.
Besides evangeli sm, Methodism was always characterised
by involvement in caring for peoplein their practical
neels.

The Uniting Church in Australia

The Uniting Church, having come from these three
traditi ons, had to establish new structures and
organisation. The principles on which the Union
procealed are stated in a document known as the Basi s of
Union. We have referred to it a number of times already.

The Basis (para.16) hasthis griking statement about
government in the Church, "The Uniting Church
reagnises that responsibility for government in the
Church beongs to the people of God by virtue of the gifts
and tasks which God haslaid upon them. The Uniting
Church therefore so arganises her life that locally,
regionally and nationall y government will be entrusted to
representatives, men and women, bearing the gifts and
graces with which God has endowed them for the
building upof his Church. The Uniting Church is
governed by a series of inter-related council s, each of
which hasitstasks and responsihiliti esin relation bath to
the Church and the world.

"The Uniting Church acknowledges that Christ alone
is sipremein his Church, and that he may speak to her
through any of her councils. It isthetask of every
council towait upon God's Word, and to okey hiswill in
the matters all ocated to its oversight. Each council will
reaognise the limits of its own authority and gve heed to
other council s of the Church, so that the whole body of
beli evers may be united by mutual submisson in the
service of the Gospdl."

The structure of these "inter-related council s" is best
considered dagrammatically.

National body

Representatives from all Presbyteries and Synods
Meds every threeyears

Commissons on Doctrine and Liturgy, Frontier
Services, World Misson, Evangelism, Chrigtian
Education...

Asembly

Synod State body

Representatives from Presbyteries and
Congregations

Medsannualy (Queendand every 18 morths)

General oversight of worship, withessand service

'%

Digtrict body (9 in Queendand)

Ministers and lay representatives from each
Congregation

Meds4 timesayear

Pastoral and administrative oversight, stimulation
and encouragement of Congregations
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Committees on Finance, Pastoral Relations,
Property...

The 8th Asembly medingin 1997resolved that the Parish and
Parish Council should nolonger be a necessary part of the
structure of the Uniting Church. The focusisonthe
congregation. Some mngegationswill be“linked” for practical
reasons or “ clustered” for common missonal objedives.

Congegation

Congegational Church Council
Meding Elders
All members Congregational

At least twicea year
Recevefinancial
reports

Determine pdicies,
plans, budgets,
appantments...

representatives
Spiritual oversight
Management of finance
and property

—— Members

N\

Confirmed

Acknowledge Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord
Determineto follow himin daily life

Intend to participate actively in the fellowship o the
church andto suppat itswork

Resolve to seek the extension d the Kingdam of
Godin human society

Baptised

Nurtured within the
fell owship of

the dhurch

In Assciation

Member of anather Chrigtian denomination

currently participatingin thelife of our congregation and
remgrised bythe Church Council

L—— Adherents

Membership of Christ's Body, the dhurch, isahigh
privil ege which also krings to us an active responsihilit y.
It istragic that many Christians setheir membership as
mainly passve - asif they are mainly thereto "be
ministered to", and not to beinvolved in ministry. Note
carefully what Jesus was saying in Mark 10.35-45.

Think again about that passage from Ephesians 4
noted in an earlier sesson. What gifts do you think God
may have given you? In what ways do you think he may
be equipping you "for the work of ministry, for building
up the Body of Christ"?

Basics 8

him to produce his masterpieceThe Pil grim's Progress
and other writings, including some verse.

Shortly before hisrdease in 1672 (his imprisonment
was hot continuously severe) Bunyan was call ed to be
pastor of the nonconformist Bedford church. From that
date most of histime was gent in preaching and
evangelism in the Bedford area.

Bunyan is best known for threeworks: The Pilgrim's
Progress(1678 1684, The Holy War (1682 and Grace
Aboundng to the Chief of Snners (1666. Hiswell-
known hymn, "Who would true valour se€' (AHB467), is
found in The Pilgrim's Progress

He proved to be a master of simple, homely English
style, narrative and allegory. The Pilgrim's Progresshas
continued to be a best-sell er down to the present day.

Bunyan had been writing, mostly sermon treatises and
poems, for about twenty years when the first part of his
masterpieceappeared in 1678 Immediatdy it was clear
to him and to his audiencethat he had found something
spedal, an alegory of the Christian life that included the
Reformation emphases on justification by faith and the
Bible's avail ability to all, yet which had the vigour and
immediacy of thefolk tale. He has constructed a
digtinctively Christian heroism that is vulnerable, prone
to mistakes, and yet ultimately victorious through grace

John Bunyan 16281688

John Bunyan was born in
Elstow, near Bedford, into a poor
home. He probably acquired his
grasp of the English language from
reading the Bible. Asayouth he
was involved in the Civil War on
the Roundhead side.

In 1649he married, and his
wife brought him Dent's Plain
Man's Pathway to Heaven and
Bayly's Practice of Piety. Hisreal religiouscriss,
described in Grace Aboundng, began in the 1650s, when
he was working as a tinker.

In 1653he joined Pastor Gifford's Independent church
in Bedford and felt called to thelay ministry. A year or
two later he began to preach with some success In 166Q
with the restoration of Charles|l, he was arrested by a
zealous magistrate and spend twelve yearsin jail for
refusing to stop preaching. Hisimprisonment enabled

To be continued...

While this ssdon completes Module 1 Christian
Basics, it isabeginning rather than an end.

The Chrigtian life is a marathon, not a sprint. It
continues for the whole of life. It is not a matter of
training now with the "real race' later on. Always we are
bath training for theraceand in it!

Yet in other ways it is a marathon sprint. The
presaureison al thetime. We @annot steady down in the
middle distance We annot say, "It will be enough if we
make it to the finish. We must conserve our energies for
later." Some of us have had a lifetime of conserving our
energies - we've scarcdy run theraceat all!

We @nnot run it alone. Wewon't make it without the
promised presence of Jesus and the enabling power of the
Holy Spirit! But it is as we are willi ng to "step out" in
faith that he will fulfil his promisesto usl!

And wearein it together. We neal one ancther's help
and encouragement along the way. Prayer Cells were not
established to give a break in our sessons, but to huild
important relationships between us. Continue to seek one
another out for regular times of prayer together. Perhaps
we @n link with two o three other members of our
congregation to establish other Prayer Cdlls.

You are encouraged to share in the other Modules of
the Antioch Schod. Christian Basics is foundational,
but it is a beginning rather than an end. God blesd

P
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